New Beginnings

Hi, my name is Pastor Ed Yee. We are so
glad that you could join us this evening. | hope
you have enjoyed the food and the program.
We really appreciate this group of people who
were willing to come out from the Bay Area to
join us here. They had a wonderful sharing.

| want to share a few thoughts about what
they shared.

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) ¢ You see, at just the
right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a
good man someone might possibly dare to
die. ® But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

Romans 5:8 describes the wonderful love
God has for us. While we were messed up,
while we did not deserve it, God still loves us
today. He didn’t wait until we were better people
before He loves us. He didn’t wait. He sent His
Son Jesus Christ to die for you and me to
demonstrate His love for us.

When Christ died on the Cross for you and
me, He did something great. Just like the
custom of celebrating the New Year, we are
starting brand new. | mean really brand new.
Just as in this custom of New Year, we rush
around to clean up our house so that we can
bring in the New Year in all clean and be ready
in order for us to have a good, lucky year.

| understand
about the importance
of having good luck.
This last summer my
family and | went to
Hong Kong and we
saw an interesting
sight, which | am
sure all of you already know about. You can
immediately identify it because of the square
hole in the large apartment building on the
mountain opposite the small, well-looked-after
beach. The hole has, according to local gossip,
been left for the following reason: the Chinese
believe that a dragon (who are in Chinese
mythology basically benevolent creatures, but
easily irritated) lives in every mountain and that

dragon needs an unrestricted view of the sea, or
else.... The hole was left so that the dragon can
still look out. The dragon is a symbol of power,
strength, and good luck.

A whole building was built for a legendary
animal from the past. Having good luck is a
pretty important thing in the Chinese culture.
Wouldn't it be great if we never had to worry
about having good luck? Wouldn't it be great to
not have to worry about Feng Shui?

You see, we don’t need luck for a New Year
anymore. Having good luck means that we
could have bad luck. Good luck means that we
do not know what is ahead of us and we
sometimes worry about our futures. Having
good luck means that we are sometimes
helpless about knowing what will happen to us in
the future. Good luck sometimes mean we have
to make our luck. | don’t know about you, but
getting good luck seems like a lot of hard work.

Did you know that you can have a life where
you don’t worry about having good or bad luck?
Did you know that we can actually not worry
about our futures? The burden about our
futures and new beginnings rests in the person
of Jesus Christ. As was shared by these folks,
Christ makes a difference in our lives where
there is no more luck involved, but we have a
hope that is not uncertain, but guaranteed. We
don’t have to work so hard to be good. We don't
have to earnit. In fact, we can’t earn it. We
have to believe in it and allow Christ to change
our lives from worrying about today to
anticipating eternity with God.

What do you need to do to get this
guaranteed future? We need to accept Jesus
Christ into our lives as Lord and Savior, because
He not only gives us a new year, but He gives
us a new life. Luck is about the uncertain future.
Christ is about a guaranteed future, which is
eternally with God.

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) ° That if you
confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"
and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. " For it is
with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved.
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